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The topic of reducing premature mortality in Europe using Ukraine as a pilot programme  

 

The World Health Assembly, 

Alarmed by the fact that the scale of socio-economic implications of the non-communicable diseases 

(NCD) epidemic are increasing both in Ukraine and in the world, NCD often cause illness, disability 

and mortality that can be prevented, four main types of non-communicable diseases (cardiovascular 

diseases, cancer, diabetes and chronic respiratory diseases) account for 38 million deaths annually or 

almost 70% of all deaths in the world, 

Guided by a report publish by world health organisation, 35% of deaths amongst men and 16% of 

death amongst women in Ukraine was due to premature mortality (death between 30-70 years) with 

tobacco, alcohol and NCDs being the biggest factor,   

Expressing deep concern that three-fourths of the population is suffering from cardiovascular 

pathologies in Ukraine alone, and it causes death in 62.5% of cases; that is much higher than in 

developed countries, recently the spreading of ischemic heart disease has increased in Ukraine from 

10 thousand to more than 20 thousand per 100 thousand of the population, and more than 5 million 

patients with hypertonic disease are registered in Ukraine, 

Deeply disturbed that in recent years, health care in Ukraine has experienced a strong overload due to 

increased need for treatment of main non-communicable diseases, international experts accentuate 

that the health care system in many countries is simultaneously weakened due to their concentration 

on a model focused on the treatment of diseases and mainly on inpatient care, 

Noting with grave concern that in Ukraine the likelihood of death from four main non-communicable 

diseases of the population aged 30-70 years is 28.3%, that is, the probability of this increases to 

almost every third, according to calculations, the deaths due to four main NCD in the age range of 30-

69 years in Ukraine led to 1572.793 thousand person-years loss that constituted almost 56% of losses 

due to all causes of death at the same age, 

Recognizing that the biggest concern of increase in the rate of premature mortality in Ukraine is due to 

high level of alcohol and tobacco consumption that contribute 30% mortality on average amongst 

which middle-age men between the age of 35-40 years, many of which usually go undiagnosed, 

Referring research, led by Imperial College London, World Health Organization and NCD Alliance, 

reveals that a 30-year-old woman in the UK has a 9 per cent chance of dying from four key NCDs - 

cancer, cardiovascular disease (which includes heart disease and stroke), chronic respiratory disease 

and diabetes, 

1. Calls upon the World Health Organisation to help restructure the overloading health structure 

of the Ukrainian Ministry of health so as to cope up with the increasing mortality rates and 

other health problems; 

2. Urges donor nations, Non-Governmental Organisations as well as other interested parties to 

donate a total sum of US$23,273,600 million that will be used in the following ways: 

a. US $ 16 million to build 4 small hospitals in Poltava, Shostka, Rivne and Kherson 

and equip them with diagnostic equipment for cardiovascular disease, cancer, 

diabetes and chronic respiratory disease; 
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b. US $3.5 million to set up 7 rehabilitation centres in Kharkiv, Kherson, Yalta, Odesa, 

Rivne, Kyiv and Kremenchuk for rehabilitation of alcohol and tobacco addicts so as 

to reduce the factors that are the leading causes for premature deaths; 

c. US $3,573,600 to pay 16 specialist doctors and 80 nurses that will work in the 4 

hospitals and 35 phycologists and 140 nurses that will work in the rehabilitation 

centres for a period of 2 years and will be paid as follows: 

i. US $ 700 per month for the phycologists for a period of 2 years; 

ii. US $ 500 per month for the nurses for a period of 2 years; 

iii. US $ 900 per month for the doctors working in the 4 hospitals for a period of 

2 years; 

d. US $200,000 to raise awareness in schools, colleges and amongst people on the harm 

of alcohol consumption by using posters, banners, billboards, radio and television 

3. Appeals the World Health Organisation to set up a committee called United Nations Office 

for alcohol and tobacco control(UNATC) that will monitor the progress of this pilot project 

and make sure there is no misuse of funds; 

4. Instructs the Ukrainian police department to conduct raids and close all the shops selling 

alcohols and tobacco; 

5. Confirms that if deemed successful the project can be implemented in countries like United 

Kingdom, Moldova and Russian Federation where premature mortality still significant; 

6. Further requests the Ukrainian government to ban all types of alcoholic and tobacco 

substances which are the leading factors of premature mortality and many other diseases and 

impose fine and imprisonment for people caught in the act of alcohol and tobacco 

consumption; 

7. Welcomes any further suggestion to strengthen the quality of this resolution. 

 

 

 

 

 


