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Sponsor: Russian Federation 

The topic of reducing the levels of HIV/AIDS in Europe using Russian federation as a pilot 

programme  

 

The World Health Assembly, 

Expressing deep concern that HIV transmission remains a major public health concern and affects 

more than 2 million people in the WHO European Region, particularly in the eastern part of the 

Region in 2017, 25 353 people were diagnosed with HIV in 30 of the 31 countries of the EU/EEA, 

with a rate of 6.2 per 100 000 when adjusted for reporting delay Countries with the highest rates of 

new HIV diagnoses reported in 2017 were Latvia (18.8; 371 cases) and Estonia (16.6; 219 cases), 

Noting further that although HIV is preventable through effective public health measures, significant 

HIV transmission continues in Europe, in 2016, 160453 people were newly diagnosed with HIV in 51 

of the 53 countries in the World Health Organization (WHO) European Region which corresponds to 

a rate of 18.2 newly diagnosed infections per 100000 populations, 

Recognizing the fact that sex between men remains the predominant mode of HIV transmission 

reported in the EU/EEA, accounting for 38% (9694) of all new HIV diagnoses in 2017 and half (50%) 

of diagnoses where the route of transmission was known, among those with known route of HIV 

transmission, sex between men was the most commonly reported and accounted for more than 60% of 

new HIV diagnoses in 10 countries, 

Noting with grave concern that unlike most countries, Russia’s HIV epidemic is growing, with the 

rate of new infections rising by between 10 and 15% each year, it is estimated that over 250 people 

become infected with HIV every day, the continued shift away from progressive policies towards 

socially conservative legislation is a barrier to implementing HIV prevention and treatment, 

Having examined a 2017 data analysis suggests the numbers of AIDS-related deaths are rising, from 

January to June 2017, 14,630 AIDS-related deaths were recorded, a 13.5% increase over the previous 

six-month period, HIV is one of the top 10 causes of premature death in Russia, the same analysis 

found HIV prevalence varies significantly across the country, ranging from a high of 229 new 

diagnoses out of every 100,000 people, 

Expressing deep concern that Russia has the highest number of people who inject drugs in the region 

(1.8 million) - about 2.3% of the adult population, between 18% and 31% of people who inject drugs 

are thought to be living with HIV, 

Taking into account the lack of limited date, it is estimated that around 500,000 people in Russia are 

unaware they are HIV positive, HIV testing is available but coverage is low at 19.3%, Crucially, HIV 

testing is carried out indiscriminately, rather than being targeted towards groups most affected by 

HIV, as a result, key populations accounted for less than 1% of the 24 million HIV tests carried out in 

Russia in 2011, 

Appreciating that in 2016, the Russian Prime Minister approved Russia’s 2017-2020 HIV strategy, the 

first official HIV document to be drawn up since Russia’s 2002-2006 strategy, the strategy aims to 

reduce transmission rates by focusing on prevention programmes and decrease the number of AIDS-

related deaths, 
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1. Urges countries, drug companies and medical research organisations to share research 

information; 

2. Further recommends drug companies to make drugs more accessible and to reduce the price 

of drugs (at least to LEDCs); 

3. Suggests governments that they could encourage drugs companies to reduce prices by using 

tax incentives; 

4. Further requests that UNICEF create education programmes aimed at those in age groups 

particularly vulnerable to contracting HIV, on how to prevent contraction of the disease and 

how to secure treatment for it; 

5. Requests the creation of mobile units and/or drop-in centres, run by trusted local people who 

have been expertly trained in providing information and assistance, to provide free testing and 

treatment advice and to dispense free condoms; 

6. Further invites governments work closely with UNICEF and UNAIDS to help curb the further 

spread of HIV/AIDS; 

7. Recommends that a UNAIDS group is set up in every country to examine the problem in that 

specific country and, working with the health ministry, inspect the medical facilities and 

supplies, identify regions most in need of support, promote the use of sterile hypodermic 

needles, give counselling to combat drug addiction and submit reports every two months to 

UNAIDS HQ on findings and requirements; 

8. Appeals for the ELISA test to be more widely available and test current blood transfusion 

samples for the disease; 

9. Further recommends that UNAIDS should promote fund-raising at an international and 

national level in order to implement the policies in this resolution. 

10. Welcomes further suggestions to strengthen the quality of this resolution. 

 


